
Year 4 Spring 1 English Book 
 

During Spring 1 term, Year 4 will be reading and learning about the text 
The Iron Man  by Ted Hughes. 

The poet and children’s writer Ted Hughes was born 
in Yorkshire, in 1930. His writing is immensely 
varied, but often concerns the relationship between 

nature and industry. 

The Iron Man tells the story of a gigantic metal 
robot who appears out of nowhere, crashing onto 

the beach and shattering into many parts. He is 

discovered by a young boy called Hogarth, who 

becomes his friend. The Iron Man proceeds to 
devour farm machinery, until the farmers rise up 
against him and threaten to bring in the army. 

Hogarth comes to his rescue and suggests that the 
monster should be left in peace to feed from the scrap metal yard.  

But the Iron Man isn't the only strange creature to visit Earth. The story 

continues with appearance of the ‘Space-Bat-Angel-Dragon’, an alien 
monster from outer space. Will the Iron Man defeat him? Is he a friend 

or foe? Will there ever be lasting peace on Earth and harmony between 
man and nature? 

It will be helpful for your child to have access to this book during the 

Spring half term so that they can start reading the story. 

Year 4 will be writing a persuasive letter, a recount of the chapter using 

dialogue and an alternative ending to the story. Please find attached at 

the back of this letter a word mat with key vocabulary we will be using 

this term.  

Some useful links for Spring 1 can be found on Espresso and BBC Bitesize:  

Fronted adverbials: https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zmwgsk7 

Inverted commas for speech: https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/z4rbgwx 

 

Please encourage your child to practise their Yr3/4 spellings that have 

been sent home with them along with timetables activities. Furthermore, it 

is expected that your child reads every night for a minimum of 20minutes. 

They are assigned books on Bug Club weekly, which they can read along 

with other books or sources at home. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zmwgsk7
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/z4rbgwx


 

 

 

These are 

the Year 3 

and 4 

statutory 

spelling 

words 

that your 

child 

needs to 

know and 

use by in 

their 

writing. 


