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Year 2 Spring 2 books 
 

During Spring 2, Year 2 will be reading books by Dick King-Smith 
called ‘Dumpling’ and ‘Blessu’.  

 

Dumpling is a short adventure story about a young Dachshund 
puppy who got her name ‘Dumpling’ for being a short and plump 
pup, unlike her two brothers. She wanted to be longer and so 
took a stroll in a nearby wood where she met a witch’s magical 
cat. The cat turned Dumpling into the longest dachshund in the 
world. Will Dumpling like her new extra-long body? 

 
Blessu is another adventure story written by Dick King-Smith. A 
young elephant who suffers from terrible hay fever kept hearing his 
mother say, “Bless you,” every time he sneezed. He did not hear 
anyone else being called ‘Blessu’ and assumed that was his name. 
Every time he sneezed, his trunk would keep on growing. What will 
happen to his trunk when he is a fully-grown adult elephant?  
 

 
We will be using these books to: 

1. Write a retell of a familiar story 
2. Learn to use the 5W’s in a newspaper article 
3. Create a new character and story 
4. Produce a book review comparing books by the same author 
 
 

It would be helpful for your child to have read these books during the break 
so that they are familiar with it. Please find attached at the back of this letter 
a word mat with key vocabulary we will be using this term.  
Some useful links for skills that they will be learning in Year 2 can be found on 
Espresso and BBC Bitesize:  
Using adjectives: 
https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/articles/zy2r6yc  
 



   
 

   
 

Using full stops and capital letters: 
https://central.espresso.co.uk/espresso/primary_uk/subject/module/frontscreen/item910313/grade1/in
dex.html  
Please continue to practise the Year 2 spelling words with your child.  
 
 
 
 
 


